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What is the Dodie Londen Series?  When was it founded and why?

In 2007, Christine J. Olson launched the Winning Women:  Leadership for the New Century initiative in
Arizona to engage more women in the party as voters, donors and leaders.  A resident of Tucson, Arizona,
Christine J. Olson, CEO of S.W. Jack Drilling Co. and Pennsylvania’s GOP National Committeewoman,
accepted the challenge to spearhead this effort in Arizona and established the Dodie Londen Excellence
in Public Service Series in January 2007.

The Dodie Londen Series is an annual training program for Republican women in Arizona that
prepares women to be more effective leaders in government, politics, and in the community.
Participants each have a goal to increase their level of involvement in public life as party leaders,
elected or appointed officials, as grassroots activists, and/or as community leaders.

Each year a class of talented women representing all regions of Arizona will participate in
intensive training sessions over the course of nine months to gain information, tools and skills to
enhance their civic and political participation.  This executive training program for Republican
women is modeled after the successful Anne B. Anstine Excellence in Public Service Series,
which began in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 2002 and the Lugar Excellence in Public
Service Series founded in the state of Indiana in 1990.

How much time do class members spend with the Dodie Londen Series?

Class members participate in 9 required training sessions beginning in October and concluding in
June of each year.  Class members travel to different parts of Arizona to attend a training session
each month.  Each month, the Dodie Londen Class gathers in Tucson, Phoenix, Flagstaff and
other parts of Arizona for a one-day training program.  Class members typically arrive on
Thursday evening for an optional networking dinner and spend Friday from 8am to 4pm
participating in a training session.  There are two exceptions to this type of schedule.  The state
government session is scheduled when the legislature is in session.  Also, during the month of
May, the Dodie Londen Class meets in Washington, DC for 2 ½ days from Tuesday evening
through Thursday evening for a federal government session.  This session is a national meeting
of all state programs.


