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  President’s Corner   

 
 

                                      ”Serving the Southwest Valley” 

By Wendy Freeman 

ERWC, President 2008         

 

Congratulations to the Estrella Republican Womenôs 
Club!  Iôve just returned from attending the AzFRW 
State meeting where our club was one of only eight in 
the state to be recognized for either exceeding or 
achieving our 2008 membership.  In our case, we have 
exceeded our 2008 membership by ten, and I remain 
hopeful that at our April meeting, we will achieve our 
2009 ERWC goal of 33 regular members.  How cool is 
that?   
 
Thanks to all of you who continue to encourage new 
members to join, and your outstanding loyalty and 
commitment in trying to make our little club one of the 
best in the state.  I can tell you that the ERWC is 
becoming very well known, (they still remember our 
December luncheon) and this can only help us in our 
quest for outstanding guest speakers, and prominence 
in the West Valley.  
 
A little bit about our new gold name tags.  I have 
attended several political functions lately, where other 
club members have also been present.  It is so fun to 
see our members sporting their ERWC nametags at 
other Republican events, and what great publicity for 
the club!  Thanks to all the gals who proudly wear them 
every chance they get!   
 
And now the Freeman Family is dashing off to see 
John JR graduate from basic training at Fort Sill, OK on 
16 April 09.  Take care and I will see you all at the April 
meeting. 
 
Best, Wendy 
 

  CALE N D AR  O F  EV ENT S  

 

ESTRELLA REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S CLUB - MEETING 

PLACE:  ARTUROôS MEXICAN RESTAURANT 

               13290 W. VAN BUREN STREET 

               GOODYEAR, AZ 85338 

TIME:    APRIL 21, 2009 - 6:00 PM ï 8:00 PM 

PRICE: $15.00 PER PERSON PAYABLE AT DOOR ï CASH OR CHECK 

EVENT: MEET DEAN MARTIN, STATE TREASURER 

 

Contact Wendy Freeman at gop4life@aol.com to make 
your dinner reservation!   

 

 

 

Welcome to our Newest Members 
and Associates! 

Mary Harris – Glendale 

Wally Campbell - Goodyear 

Rosemarie Strout – Glendale 

Joe Pizzillo – Goodyear 

 

 
APRIL 

Lucretia Agostarola 

Caroline Bergfeld 

Georgia Lord 

Suzie Sandwick 

 

MARCH 

Sharon Bader 

Mary Harris 
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    FISCAL WAKE UP TOUR      
(ONLINE AT YOUR NEAREST COMPUTER)  

Click here: The Heritage 

Foundation: Fiscal Wake - Up 

Tour  

The Fiscal Wake -Up Tour is a joint public 

engagement initiative by The Concord Coalition, 

The Brookings Institution, and The Heritage 

Foundation. U. S. Comptroller General David 

Walker is an advisor and has participated in 
each of the Tour's public events.  

The purpose of the Tour is to educate 

Americans about our nation's true long - term 

financial condition and large and growing fiscal 

imbalance and to encourage Americans to 

demand action. The tour conducts a series of 

town hall forums and editorial board briefi ngs 

around the country.   By uniting with analysts 

from across the political spectrum on the Fiscal 

Wake -Up Tour, Heritage hopes to encourage 

the spirit of bipartisan honesty and 

frank  discussion that will be necessary to 

preserve the strength of the Americ an economy 
for posterity.    

Since the Tour's inception in 2005, the team 

has spoken in almost two dozen cities, stressing 

such concerns as:  

¶ The combination of the "big three" entitlements 

ï Medicare and Social Security and Medicaid ï 

will double from the current 8 percent of GDP to 

15 percent when todayôs newborn graduates 

from college, to nearly 20 percent of GDP when 

today's college graduate  reaches retirement in 

2050.  

¶  

¶ The unfunded federal future obligations of the 

federal government are now the equivalent of a 

mortgage of over $50 trillion ($38.8 trillion of 

which is due to Medicare and Social Security). 

This translates into a financial bu rden of 

$170,000 for each American.  

¶  

¶ Without reform of entitlements, balancing the 

budget would mean driving up taxes to 

European level within a generation at the risk of 

European economic stagnation.  

Upcoming tours are listed on the website.  

 

 
ESTRELLA REPUBLICAN WOMEN                                

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 2009

 
President: Wendy Freeman 

623-327-0779 gop4life@aol.com 

1st VP Membership: Ceil Mills 
623-474-5861 ceilmills1@aol.com   
2nd VP Programs: Angie Bollier 

623-925-8557 mtbcspange@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Caroline Bergfeld 

623-242-7742 cbergfeld35@cox.net 
Treasurer: Diane Hershberger 

623-691-6356  di.h@cox.net 

 
Committees 

 
Caring for America – © Ceil Mills, Angie 

Bollier, Wendy Freeman, Barbara Young 

 

Scholarship – © Jessica Dean, Annette Watts, 

Lucretia Agostarola 

 

Barbara Bush Literacy © Suzie Sandwick, 

Rhonda King, Rae Valabek 

 

Membership © Ceil Mills, Regina Snipp, Georgia 

Lord, Paige Engleson, Diane Landis, Rosemarie 

Strout 

 

Publicity © Charlotte Dommé, Aeni Dommé, 

 Jenn Kimbrough, Sarah Freeman 

 

Ways & Means © Angie Bollier, Nina Mulherin 

 

Armed Services © Caroline Bergfeld, Barbara 

Young, Diane Hersherger, Rae Valabek, Jessica 

Dean, Sarah Freeman, Angie Bollier 

 

Hospitality © Carla Seidel, Sara Gilligan, 

 Sharon Bader  

    

           NEWS YOU CAN USE!      
¶ Heritage websites:  

http://www.heritage.org/FindAHeritageSite/FindA
HeritageSite.cfm 

¶ Morning Bell:  
http://www.heritage.org/morningbell/ is a daily 
newsletter that give a quick rundown on the 
news and the conservative response.   

¶ Arizona Tea Party: 
http://teapartyarizona.ning.com/ 

¶ Womenôs Health Online: 
http://www.empowher.com/ 

 

http://www.heritage.org/research/Budget/FWUT.cfm#cities
http://www.heritage.org/research/Budget/FWUT.cfm#cities
http://www.heritage.org/research/Budget/FWUT.cfm#cities
mailto:mailto:gop4life@aol.com
mailto:ceilmills1@aol.com
mailto:mtbcspange@cox.net
mailto:cbergfeld35@cox.net
mailto:di.h@cox.net
http://www.heritage.org/FindAHeritageSite/FindAHeritageSite.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/FindAHeritageSite/FindAHeritageSite.cfm
http://webmail.west.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.heritage.org%252Fmorningbell%252F
http://teapartyarizona.ning.com/
http://www.empowher.com/


 
 

ERWC Vol II, Issue 4 – April 2009 

 

3 

Presidents Remembered           

                                                            
 

Hello fellow citizens!  Were you able to find the answers to last month’s trivia questions?  In light of what is currently facing us 

with Washington’s “Spending” Bill, I found the quote from the last issue very interesting; but then, so was the President who was 

responsible for its utterance.  With this in mind, let’s take a look at the answers to last month’s questions: 

 

1) Identify who made this quote:  ñI shall have no policy of my own to enforce against the will of the people.ò 

Ulysses S. Grant, our 18
th

 President (1869-1877), was responsible for this quote.  Although his popularity following the 

Civil War made him a favorite for the Republican nomination, and then for the presidency, the leadership he 

demonstrated as a General was not seen in his role as President.  This was partly due to appointments made to other 

military leaders who were not qualified for their positions.  It was during his presidency, that Congress became more 

powerful and took the lead in running the country. 

2). General question:  When his inauguration day fell on a Sunday (March 4
th

), which President ordered that his 

ceremony be delayed one day?  
       James Monroe, our 5

th
 President (1817-1825), and the last of the “Virginia Dynasty”, was an Episcopalian that set a 

precedent by changing the original inauguration date of his second term to avoid it falling on a Sunday.  He was 

inaugurated on March 5, 1821, instead.    

 

Hope you had fun with these trivia questions and learned something about our Presidents also.  Now for this month’s questions: 

 

1).   Identify who made this quote:  ñWe who live in free market societies believe that growth, prosperity, and 

ultimately human fulfillment, are created from the bottom up, not the government down.  Only when the human spirit 

is allowed to invent and create, only when individuals are given a personal stake in deciding economic policiesé..only 

then can societies remain economically alive, dynamic, progressive, and free.ò 

2).  General question:  Which President, following his term in office, became the president of the National Prison 

Association? 

 

      Good luck to you all!  Yours truly,  Publius II 

 

A Message from Ceil Mills, Caring for America Chairman  

 

 

For April the Caring for American Service Project  was to collect Easter 

Baskets and supplies for the Moms currently living at "A Second Chance"  

Recovery Homes.   The need was for 39 children.  

  

Thank you all so much for your kindness through donations, cash and 

material!   Our Club was able to provide enou gh baskets, candy and goodies for 

21 baskets,  newborn gifts, and movie passes and chocolate bunnies for the 

teenagers!  

  

Again my trunk was full and back seat held  2 large moving boxes filled with all 

the goodies for the Mom's residing at the halfway houses to put together 

Easter Baskets for their children.   What a blessing!  

  

At the  April meeting  we will continue to pass the change jar.   This really is 

"Change that will make a difference!" Your spare change from the couch, car, 

laundry room etc, will  purchase bus  passes for the women residing at "A 

Second Chance"  to find jobs as they must contribute weekly for their room and 

board.  

  

Ongoing will be clothing and food donations.   Call me if you need me to pick 

anything up!  

Ceil   623-308-7291  

 

 

By  Publius II 
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ñTeam of Rivals ï The Political Genius of Abraham Lincolnò  
 

                                                                         by Doris Kearns Goodwin 

 

This book is very easy to read and is interesting in that it forms a timeline throughout most of the chapters telling each 

man’s story separately over the same period of time.  This is seen more at the beginning and towards the end when the 

men are functioning independently from one another, while the core of the story is devoted to how they all come 

together to perform as a team.  

 

Lincoln does his best to stay out of the limelight during the heated battle for the coveted Republican nomination in 

1860.  His strategy was to become every voter’s second choice, so that when the other three rivals turned on each other 

and brought things to light that each candidate wished were kept hidden from public scrutiny, he would find favor with 

more and more disgruntled citizens forming the new Republican party.  His strategy paid off, and he won the 

nomination and soon after, the Presidency.  

 

Next came the decision concerning his cabinet members.  Many friends and supporters suggested fresh faces, but 

Lincoln determined that his rivals were the best the Republican Party had to offer, stating “…I had no right to deprive 

the country of their servicesò.  All three of these “strongest men of the party” were given top positions.  William 

Henry Seward, who most thought would have been President of all the candidates, was given the high honor of 

Secretary of State.  Although he was the fiercest of all the competitors Lincoln had, and the one that liked him the 

least, he turned out to be one of the best supporters and friends the President had ever had.  

 

Salmon Chase was given the office of Secretary of Treasury, and butted heads with Lincoln several times over the 

years before resigning prior to the end of Lincoln’s first term.  The elderly Judge Edward Bates was chosen as the U.S. 

Attorney General, and he remained in this position until he was assured of Lincoln’s re-election, upon which he retired 

to private life.  Lincoln’s ability to bring these men and others of the newly-formed Republican Party together seemed 

almost effortless on his part to many observers, but his closest friends knew the daily battles he forged in his quiet but 

determined manner.  These characteristics were also seen when he was dealing with war issues that were literally 

tearing his country apart every day.  

 

Lincoln appeared to possess a sixth sense regarding timing and the awareness of the citizens through public addresses 

concerning particular issues surrounding the Civil War.  Just when you are about to join forces with his cabinet 

members and hope that he could be persuaded to change his tactics involving public revelation, his strategy paid off 

once again!  This endeared him to the American people supporting the Union time and time again.  In reading this 

book, one can easily see where Lincoln was the people’s beloved and well-respected President of his time, and one of 

the great American heroes of all time.  

                                                                                                                                            Continued next page 



 
 

ERWC Vol II, Issue 4 – April 2009 

 

5 

Continued from previous page 

 

This book was able to let you closely observe what these past Americans thought and felt. This made them more 

“human” and easier to understand and emphasize with, concerning issues we’ve read about for many years in which 

they were involved.  Personally, I wasn’t aware of this until I caught myself avoiding the last chapter; as if by not 

reading it, Lincoln would not be assassinated!  

 

However, I was on a different level by that time, having been swept up in just how real Lincoln seemed in this book.  

Doris Kearns Goodwin is an excellent author, and I feel that she did a very good job of showing us this side of Lincoln 

and his cabinet members.  Most of the other books she has written are about Democratic leaders (FDR, JFK, and LBJ), 

so I was pleasantly surprised by her straight-forward, un-biased portrayal of Lincoln and those who served so closely 

beside this great man. 

                                                                                           This book report presented by Angie Bollier 

                                    

    Noteworthy Tea Party Commentary                           

  

Tax Revolt: The Boston Tea Party helped free us 

from an oppressive king. This week's nationwide 

anti-stimulus tea party demonstrations have a 

tougher goal: ending the tyranny of big-spending 

politicians. 

"If you want to stimulate the economy, you just 

need to reduce the taxes and regulations," Kansas 

real estate agent John Todd told the Wichita 

Eagle, explaining in the clearest terms why he is 

organizing one of 500 anti-stimulus "tea parties" 

to take place in cities and towns across America 

on Wednesday, April 15, Tax Day. 

If that is the message heard loud and clear from 

this unprecedented national movement against the 

liberal Democratic rule in Washington, and if 

Republicans endorse those tax-reducing 

principles, then this grass-roots uprising could 

succeed. 

What the tea parties aim to accomplish is really a 

much taller order than gaining independence from 

a tyrannical monarch and far-away parliament two 

centuries ago.  

They are trying to persuade Congress and the 

states to reject what comes perfectly naturally to 

them: the opportunity to fritter away a fortune in 

other people's money, and the idea that we should 

spend our way out of this economic downturn. 

That is not the tried-and-true means of lifting 

ourselves out of distress. When America suffered 

the worst recession since the Great Depression at 

the beginning of Ronald Reagan's first term of 

office more than a quarter-century ago, the 

president spurred Congress to cut income taxes 

across the board.  

The longest, strongest expansion in history soon 

began, extending well beyond Reagan's two terms 

in office. 

And when our country, already suffering from a 

shaky economy, was in 2001 hit by the first 

attacks on domestic soil since Pearl Harbor, 

President George W. Bush similarly rallied 

Congress to cut the rates of everyone who paid 

income taxes, as well as investment taxes.  

The result was the same: a recovery generating 

many millions of new jobs. 

But the ideology now dominating Washington 

sees those successful steps as capitalistic greed. 

As such, it was not Reagan or John F. Kennedy or 

Bush 43 who had it right when they cut taxes. 

Rather, it was Franklin Roosevelt, who may well 

have extended a bad recession into a full-scale 

collapse by using it as the rationale for a massive 

expansion in the size and scope of the federal 

government.  Or so the statists on the left believe. 

In the case of today, the notion that "we have 

nothing to fear but fear itself" as trillions of 

taxpayer dollars are about to be spent is not being 

accepted by one and all. 

Standing on the floor of the Chicago Board of 

Trade in February, CNBC commentator and 
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former financial trader Rick Santelli told viewers 

the reality of what Congress was doing.  

The government was rewarding bad behavior, 

having American taxpayers pay their neighbors' 

bad mortgages, he pointed out.  

And it was Santelli who, as traders cheered him 

on, suggested a repeat of the famous Boston Tea 

Party in 1773, in which cases of British tea on 

ships in Boston Harbor were dumped by colonists 

dressed as Indians in protest of new British taxes 

on the beverage. 

Millions saw computer postings of the Santelli 

clip. The result is that Wednesday's protests will 

see armies of protesters from sea to shining sea 

wearing, burning or mailing tea bags to politicians 

in a 21st-century version of the colonial protest. 

Can it work?  

Howard Jarvis' Proposition 13 movement to cut 

California's property taxes started small, then 

expanded to other states in the Midwest and 

Northeast, and even helped inspire the Reagan tax 

cuts. 

There is an opportunity here for Republicans to 

bring some fiscal integrity back to their tarnished 

brand.  

GOP senators and House members can appear at 

their local tea parties and apologize for 

squandering more than a decade of control of 

Congress because they wouldn't resist the 

spending impulse any more than Democrats 

would. Or they can sit in their offices and hope the 

storm of anger passes them by. 

If Republicans commit to becoming a new "Grand 

Tea Party," this week's demonstrations could be as 

consequential as the events in Boston that inspired 

them. 

 

 GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

The commentary and political cartoons 

were mined from the internet. My most 

sincere apologies if it causes offense. 

Charlotte Mandella-Domme  

  

 

 

http://ibdedweb1/
http://cagle.com/caglecards/main.asp?image=/news/TeaParties/images/matson.jpg
http://cagle.com/caglecards/main.asp?image=/news/TeaParties/images/siers.jpg

