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  President’s Corner   

 
 

                                      ”Serving the Southwest Valley” 

By Wendy Freeman 

ERWC, President 2008         

Fellow Republican Friends:  First, let me start off by 
saying how sad it was to hear about the passing of 
Kerrie Martin, and her son Austin Michael Martin.  
Those of us who met them at our April meeting 
remember how sweet and kind Kerrie was, and how 
happy both she and Dean were about the impending 
arrival of their new baby.  

It is hard to imagine the pain and suffering Dean must 
be feeling, and I ask that you all continue to keep Dean 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
  
The month of June finds our club almost halfway 
through the year, and I wanted to take a moment and 
highlight some of our activities thus far: 
 

 Awarded two $250 scholarships. 

 Donated numerous items to 2
nd

 Recovery. 

 Distributed Subway gift cards to active duty military 
members. 

 Made a $25 donation to Southwest Valley Literacy 
Foundation. 

 Made a $100 donation to Americaôs Mighty 
Warriors. 

 Provided table decorations for the Avondale 
Memorial Day event. 

 Made a $52 donation to purchase pocket bibles for 
soldiers serving in combat zones. 

 
Soon, fall will be upon us and the club has many more 
activities planned.  We are still working very hard to 
secure a visit from Congressman Trent Franks, which 
is tentatively scheduled for October.  
 
Continued on page 2 

  CALE N D AR  O F  EV ENT S  

 

ESTRELLA REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S CLUB - MEETING 

PLACE:  ARTUROôS MEXICAN RESTAURANT 

               13290 W. VAN BUREN STREET 

               GOODYEAR, AZ 85338 

TIME:    JUNE 16, 2009 - 6:00 PM ï 8:00 PM 

PRICE: $15.00 PER PERSON PAYABLE AT DOOR ï CASH OR CHECK 

EVENT:   TOM HORNE, SUPERINTENDANT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

 

June Guest Speaker 
  

 
 
Tom Horne  was elected Arizona State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction in 2002, 

and was re - elected to a second four year term 

in 2006.  

 

Horne served in the Arizona legislature from 

1996 - 2000, during which time he chaired the 

Academic Accountability Committee and served 

as vice - chair of the Education Committee. 

Horne brings 24 years of school board 

experience as a member of the board of the 

third largest district in the state. He held 

the position of president of the board for 

ten years.  

 

He has written over thirty published articles 

on education issues, including  subjects such 

as raising academic standards, character 

education, and student discipline.  

 
Contact Wendy Freeman at gop4life@aol.com to make 
your dinner reservation!   
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gop4life@aol.com
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 Continued from Page 1 ï The Presidentôs Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
For those of you who may be interested in being on the 
Executive Board in 2010, please contact me during the 
summer break.  I think that you would find it to be a 
very rewarding experience.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone on Tuesday, where I will share  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

information about our upcoming national and state 
conventions.   
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Wendy     

 
 

June Birthdays 

Angie Bollier 

Lisa Atkins 

 

July Birthdays 

Jourdan Kimbrough 

 

August Birthdays 

Beverly Carrigan 

Jessica Dean 

Diane Landis 

Carla Seidel 

Barbara Young 

Hank Dommé 

 
 Avondale Holds Memorial Day Service 

 
See story on Page 3

 

 
ESTRELLA REPUBLICAN WOMEN                                

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 2009

 
President: Wendy Freeman 

623-327-0779 gop4life@aol.com 

1st VP Membership: Ceil Mills 
623-474-5861 ceilmills1@aol.com   
2nd VP Programs: Angie Bollier 

623-925-8557 mtbcspange@cox.net 
Recording Secretary: Caroline Bergfeld 

623-242-7742 cbergfeld35@cox.net 
Treasurer: Diane Hershberger 

623-691-6356  di.h@cox.net 

 
Committees 

 
Caring for America – © Ceil Mills, Angie 

Bollier, Wendy Freeman, Barbara Young 

 

Scholarship – © Jessica Dean, Sarah Freeman, 

Lucretia Agostarola 

 

Barbara Bush Literacy © Suzie Sandwick, 

Rhonda King, Rae Valabek 

 

Membership © Ceil Mills, Regina Snipp, Georgia 

Lord, Paige Engleson, Diane Landis, Rosemarie 

Strout 

 

Publicity © Charlotte Dommé, Aeni Dommé, 

 Jenn Kimbrough, Sarah Freeman 

 

Ways & Means © Angie Bollier,  

 

Armed Services © Caroline Bergfeld, Barbara 

Young, Diane Hersherger, Rae Valabek,,  Sarah 

Freeman, Monica Lueraharris 

 

Hospitality © Carla Seidel, Sara Gilligan, 

 Sharon Bader  

    

           NEWS YOU CAN USE!      
 Click here: NFRW Capital Connection, The 

Week of June 15, 2009  

  Click here: US Presidents - George 

Washington to Barack Obama  

 Arizona Tea Party: 
http://teapartyarizona.ning.com/ 

 More on Obamaôs Healthcare Plan 
http://www.heritage.org/  

 

mailto:mailto:gop4life@aol.com
mailto:ceilmills1@aol.com
mailto:mtbcspange@cox.net
mailto:cbergfeld35@cox.net
mailto:di.h@cox.net
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001zhxIANf2OP4KNrc-H8q1BkEn9pQeZBOcCxqMH_ee_1ct7L2UWDCQh9l_tvj4p5V34aFeviMIL507tbJJNk3WjLjaqoveZ2JfuF6WSyxGkzE_ek3gA4d_X8FJGX8DP5iJ8g_mKx3j47G7fA14HD1QRqTFGkcvT1F_RpobKTqJFnGT97575BahHX-FprPIu2ni
http://campaign.constantcontact.com/render?v=001zhxIANf2OP4KNrc-H8q1BkEn9pQeZBOcCxqMH_ee_1ct7L2UWDCQh9l_tvj4p5V34aFeviMIL507tbJJNk3WjLjaqoveZ2JfuF6WSyxGkzE_ek3gA4d_X8FJGX8DP5iJ8g_mKx3j47G7fA14HD1QRqTFGkcvT1F_RpobKTqJFnGT97575BahHX-FprPIu2ni
http://www.flixxy.com/presidents-morphing.htm
http://www.flixxy.com/presidents-morphing.htm
http://teapartyarizona.ning.com/
http://www.heritage.org/
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Presidents Remembered           

                                                            
 

 

Hello fellow citizens!  Summer’s here and my wish for you all is to stay cool in the upcoming heat.  The answers to these new 

questions won’t be answered until September’s newsletter, so you have plenty of time to do some research!  Have a fabulous 2-

months “vacation”, but keep alert to the news coming out of Washington, especially in regards to Health Care.  Before we retire 

for the summer, let’s take a look at the answers to last month’s questions: 

 

1.   Identify who made this quote:  ñA decent and manly examination of the acts of the Government should be not only 

tolerated, but encouraged.ò  William Henry Harrison, our 9
th

 President (1841), was responsible for saying this quote.  

America was facing a weak economy going into the election of 1840, and the Democratic incumbent, Martin Van Buren, 

was very unpopular, which gave the Whigs an opportunity to take the presidency.  Their logical choice, Henry Clay, had 

made enemies with Southern planters within the Whig party when he supported Jackson’s tariffs.  William Henry 

Harrison was a hero at the Battle of Tippecanoe and the Battle of the Thames along the lines of Jackson, himself.  His 

campaign was the first one that featured large rallies, sign-waving crowds, and campaign slogans.  He was elected, but 

served only 1 month in office, before dying of pneumonia, brought about by refusing to wear a hat and coat in the 

freezing March air while delivering his inaugural address (the longest ever delivered - 2 hours) and attending several 

inaugural balls in his honor.  

 

2.   General question:  Whose wife had the distinction of teaching her husband how to read, write, and do arithmetic?  
Eliza McCardle Johnson, the wife of Andrew Johnson, our 17

th
 President (1865-1869) taught her husband the three 

“R’s”.  They married as teenagers and she raised five children, while he concentrated on his political career.  Following 

Lincoln’s assassination, Andrew Johnson took the oath as President, and his daughter, Martha, assumed the role of 

“official hostess” while Mrs. Johnson, an invalid for many years, rarely was seen in public, even during her husband’s 

impeachment proceedings. 

 

Hope you had fun with these trivia questions and learned something about our Presidents also.  Now for this month’s 

questions (to be answered in September): 

 

1.   Identify who made this quote:  ñIf it were not for the reporters, I would tell you the truth.ò 

 

2.   General question:  Which President was elected to an office of the Confederacy?     

 

 

 Good luck to you all!  Yours truly,  Publius II 

 
 
  

                          
 

 

Avondale held a candlelight Memorial Day Service at the Avondale Civic Center Amphitheater on May 25,2009 from 

7-8 pm. The service followed the traditional Memorial Day service with the Posting of Colors,Pledge of Allegiance,  

and  National Anthem. After the guest speakers, Col. Henry M. Reed III, vice commander,56
th
 Fighter Wing, Luke Air 

Force Base and Col.Joey Strickland, Director of the Arizona Department of Veterans Service, the Scottish Military 

Society performed a Remembrance Table ceremony . This ceremony was followed by  the presentation of a wreath 

and the lighting of individual audience candles.TAPS were played at the end of the ceremony.  ERWC provided 

centerpieces for the dessert reception after the service. The centerpieces were designed by the Armed Services 

Committee of ERWC and delivered and set up by Rae and  Mike Valabek, who also attended the ceremony. 

                                                                     Armed Services Committee Chair Caroline Bergfeld 

 

By  Publius II 
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THE FORGOTTEN MAN 
by 

Amity Shlaes 

 

 In her book The Forgotten Man, Amity Shlaes chronicles the events leading up to and during the 

Great Depression. She masterfully depicts the policies that led the country from a recession into a 

depression. Although Shlaes’s book was published in 2007, it eerily parallels much of what we are 

witnessing today with the Obama Administration.  

 

Some examples are protectionist policies, raising taxes, strengthening unions, and populist tactics. 

FDR strong-armed private industries until they eventually gave in to government control, empowered 

individuals known as the “brain trust” who were outside of congressional oversight, and used the justice 

department to enforce socialist policies and punish administration enemies. Such tactics are similar to 

Obama’s taking control of the financial institutions and auto industry, the naming of czars, and the threat of 

prosecuting Bush administration officials for their written opinions and advice.  

 

 The Forgotten Man currently is required reading in many college courses as historians and 

economists now realize that The New Deal did not lead our nation out of the depression and into economic 

growth. What they disagree on is the reason why. Conservatives know it is because government intervention 

always leads to unintended consequences, while Democrats believe it is because not enough money was 

spent.  

 

What makes this book different from others about this era is that Shlaes writes about the impact of 

the policies on the “forgotten man”. In a speech in 1932 FDR claimed that “the forgotten man” was the one 

at the bottom of the pyramid; however, it is the quote by William Graham Sumner in 1883 found at the 

beginning of the book that accurately tells of the true “forgotten man”. He is the one that works, pays his 

taxes, and always sacrifices. 

 

 I highly recommend this book. It is imperative that we educate ourselves and hold our elective 

officials responsible to avoid and another great depression. 
 

 

                                                                                           This book report presented by Suzie Sandwick 
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24 Notes That Tap 
Deep Emotions  

Jari A. Villanueva  

Of all the military bugle calls, none is so 

easily recognized or more apt to render 

emotion than the call Taps. The melody is 

both  eloquent and haunting and the history 

of its origin is interesting and somewhat 

clouded in controversy. In the British Army, a 

similar call known as Last Post has been 

sounded over soldiers' graves since 1885, 

but the use of Taps is unique with the United  

States military, since the call is sounded at 

funerals, wreath - laying and memorial 

services.  See more : http://www.tapsbugler.com/ 

                           yTAPSx 

Day is done, gone the sun, 
From the hills, from the lake, 
From the sky. 
All is well, safely rest, 
God is nigh. 
Go to sleep, peaceful sleep, 
May the soldier or sailor, 
God keep. 
On the land or the deep, 
Safe in sleep. 
Love, good night, Must thou go, 
When the day, And the night 
Need thee so? 
All is well. Speedeth all 
To their rest. 
Fades the light; And afar 
Goeth day, And the stars 
Shineth bright, 
Fare thee well; Day has gone, 
Night is on. 
Thanks and praise, For our days, 
'Neath the sun, Neath the stars, 
'Neath the sky, 
As we go, This we know, 
God is nigh. 

 

 

Letter to Our Members 

Dear Friends,  

At no time in my life can I remember being so 

afraid our Republic was in serious peril.  At no 

time in my life have I truly feared our Constitution 

could not survive the very people it was designed 

to set freeéuntil now.  If never before, the time is 

now for those of us who understand the liberty we 

hold so dear is not a promise but something that 

must be tended to and maintained or forever lost. 

The election of 2010 will be the one that either 

strengthens the Constitution and Bill of Rights or 

allows the erosion of our way of life in to a 

socialist, and very foreign, resemblance of what 

once was a great and mighty nation.  It is 

imperative that we do whatever we can to hold on 

to the conservative principles that will keep our 

nation the America that was founded on the belief 

that all men are created equal and allow for the 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

Please join me in attending a special opportunity 

to hear Congressman Marsha Blackburn of 

Tennessee speak on Monday, June 29, 2009.  Mrs. 

Blackburn is often seen on Fox News and other 

networks as a voice of the conservative side of 

Washington politics and has recently published a 

book, ñLife Equityò.  

The event is in support of Congressman John 

Shadegg and will go towards his re-election to 

Congress.  Making sure we keep strong 

conservatives, like Congressman Shadegg, in 

office must be our priority! I cordially invite you 

to attend and to offer this invitation to others.  

Sincerely, K im Owens  

Editorôs note: All EWRC members were sent 

the invitation and information for this event 

directly from Kim Owens.  Please consider 

providing your generous support and 

attendance for this extremely important 

worthwhile event. 
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As promised the Editor sent out a Five Question s list  to all 

members and associates  and here are all received replies:  

 

       Five Questions for June 2009:   
  
1.  Are you usually late, early or r ight on time?  

 

2.  Are you happy with your life for the most part right now?  

  

3.  What is your middle name and would you pick it (if you could)?  

  

4.   If  YOU were president, what would you do as your primary mandate?  
  

5.   Would you give your life to save someone else's?  

 

 

 
 

 From Rae Valabek: 1. Early  2. Yes.  3.  Rae  4. Shrink government.  5. Yes 
 

 From Carla Seidel: 1. Iôm usually right on time but I have a strong-willed 3yr old who gets in the way of that sometimes. 
  2. I love my life right now!  My son and my husband are the best!!  3. Ann.  Sure, Iôd pick that.  It has a ring to it ï Carla Ann. 
  4. Get  government  out of places it doesnôt belong = auto industry, healthcare, education as examples. 
  5. John 15:13 òGreater love has no one than this,  that one lay down his life for his friends.ó 

From Tereasa Kastel:  1.   ON TIME.   2.  VERY HAPPY.   3.  LYNN and YES.   4.  COMMUNICATING THE VALUE 

OF CONSERVATIVISM FOR THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE.  5.   YES. 

From Sarah Freeman:    1. Always early or on time.  "Fashionably late" is not how I arrive.  2.  My life couldn't 

be better!  I'm young, conservative, and have a job.  Who wouldn't be happy!  Now to cut through the silly talk; 

I am super happy with my life right now.  Positive thinking really does work.  3.  My middle name is Marie.  A 

little too plain for me because I have a plain first name; Sarah.  Middle name selections: Ferrari, Mercedes, 

Beverly, Baby (Dirty Dancing), or Tiffany.   4. Welfare, the media, and rap/hip hop/punk/any type of graphic 

music.  I think that sums it up.  5.  I would save my brother's life (because he will be risking his for the freedom 

of mine).  God Bless the Armed Forces. 

From Joanne Osborne:  1. Right on time  2. Yes, embracing every challenge.  3. I was never 

given a middle name, so now my middle name is my maide n name, Haney, and I chose to do 

that.  4. My primary mandate, boy there are too many to choose from. Back to basics with 

common sense and a restored energy to our value system would be a start.  5. Of  course, 

just as the Lord gave His.  

From Charlotte Dommé:  1. I try to be on time but usually that equates to Hawaiian 

time (which is 15 minutes later) so I guess that makes me late!  2.  Yes, I am -  

for myself -  but I cannot help but "worry" for my children, grandchildren, 

country, world as to what they inherit in resources of air, water, health, 

food, philosophies.  3.  My middle name is Mary for which I was named after my 

mother.  From that name springs a number  of Marys in our family; may it be so 

forever!  4.  I would try to unify our c ountry instead of separating it ;  i.e., 

race, creed, social standards , justice, tolerance of  religious beliefs.   5. I 

won't know until it happens as I think it would be something I won't even think 

about , when and if it does . Now, if it was my own child, like A eni, yes -  no 

hesitation. And that would pay forward for  my husband, sons, grandchildren and 

then a total stranger...why not?  
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With the ERWC June newsletter and scheduled June 16
th

 meeting the club 

newsletter and club meetings go on summer hiatus for the months of July 

and August.  This allows our members and associates time to ponder life's 

wonders before September's meeting with renewed vigor and energy! 
  

So, before we turn out the lights we are going to  ask you one question which will 

require a one sentence only response that  we will publish in the June newsletter and on 

our ERWC Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Estrella-Republican-

Womens-Club/ 
  

Here's the question:  HOW WILL YOU BE SPENDING YOUR REPUBLICAN 
TIME THIS SUMMER? 
 

Rae Valabek said: Mike and I will be spending our Republican Time this summer by visiting family and friends in 
Maryland (where we were almost the only Republicans when we left there nine years ago). We will also be in 
Philadelphia for the Fourth of July at a Vietnam Helicopter Pilot's Reunion. 

Caroline Bergfeld said: Looking for a new career!  After seventeen years with the same company it is coming to an 
end on June 26th.  On to bigger and better things! 

Hank Dommé said: Exercising my 2nd Amendment Rights! 

Tereasa Kastel said: Engaged in dialogue with anyone and everyone I meet about the value of a conservative 
government, and how current policy is aimed at forever changing the fundamental institutions and values which made 
this country great. 

Angie Bollier said: Executing my PC duties! 

Diane Landis said: Helping with voter registration and trying to figure out exactly what a precinct committeeman does 
(since I am a new one). 

Lucretia Angostarola said: Fred & I will be going to the FREEDOM CONCERT! 

Ken Going said: The MCRC and elected members at large to not have a summer hiatus, therefore I will be attending 
these meetings each first Thursday of the month.  It is an interesting time and especially this year with the pending 
2010 budget and screening Candidates for Nov. 2010 elections. 

Suzie Sandwick said: I will spend my Republican time this summer by reading conservative books like ñLiberty and 
Tyrannyò by Mark Levin, ñThe Housing Boom and Bustò by Thomas  Sowell, and Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand while 
fighting for Republican ideals like lower taxes, individual liberty, personal responsibility, and a strong national defense. 

Anne Watts said: I'll be emailing, faxing and writing Congress to defeat the upcoming energy, healthcare and 
immigration bills proposed by the Obama Administration. 

Aeni Dommé said: Working with my fiancé Stephen on our recently acquired foreclosure home so we can be married 
there next March in conservative  Republican style! 

Wendy Freeman says: Interviewing for the AZFRW Region VII Director position, and attending try-outs for a traveling 
all women's softball team.  These gals are serious and good! 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:  Starting in August look for email from the ERWC News Team for new questions and 
requests for information and links of note to make the September newsletter even better!  Have a great summer! 


