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Lately Iôve been conversing with many of our state level candidates who are 
out stumping for a 2010 run.  I always assumed in my younger years that can-
didates opposing each other had to automatically harbor hatred, as if theyôre 
on rival football teams in high school.  Not so, Iôve learned.  Theyôre actually 
quite civil with one another and so are their supporters.  They know they are in 
disagreement with each other, why else would they be running for the same 
seat?  Yet they can discuss the issues without getting insulting, they are re-
spectful of one another, and they donôt resort to name calling or snide com-
ments.  Maybe they do this because they know a negative campaign is awful 
in the eyes of the voters; maybe they do it because 
they have common sense.  Or perhaps itôs because 
theyôre not Democrats, theyôre Republicans. 
 
But thereôs always the exception to that rule. 
  
Iôve seen Republicans attack one another over things that could have easily 
been chalked up to ñLetôs agree to disagree.ò  Iôve heard back biting, awful 
comments, Iôve been in the middle of rivalries that are borne from a simple dif-
ference in personalities.  Iôve seen high level public officials embarrassed 
openly in public meetings by individuals who belong to their party, the Republi-
can Party.  Disrespectful, discourteous, discouraging, and disappointing.  And 
might I say EMBARASSING. 
   
I am a silly, crude person sometimes (shall I use that in my Council cam-
paign?)  but I can honestly say I am above the stupidity that Iôve witnessed.  
And I can also say that I do not feel so strongly about anything that I must dis-
parage a fellow Republican for it.  Do you know what is really important to me?  
How comfortable my shoes are.  If my feet arenôt happy, Iôm not happy.   
As an Executive Board member of both the LHRW and the Mohave County 
Republican Central Committee, I cannot publicly endorse a candidate until af-
ter the primary in August.  But I will NOT participate in the defamation of those 
I donôt support.  Itôs just not the Republican way. 
 
Valentineôs Basket Raffle 
The month of February of course has one of the sweetest 
holidays; Valentineôs Day.  As a fundraiser we will have a 
wonderful Valentineôs themed basket for raffle, but we need 
donations!  Please take the time to contribute to our basket, it 
is being put together at Buster Johnsonôs office (2001 Col-
lege Drive) and our Ways and Means Chair Sarah Markham 
is the gal to see.  If we put enough chocolate in the basket, 
Noreen Thomas will buy all the raffle tickets!!  If donating, please get your 
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items to Sarah before our meeting on February 8th. 
 
February Meeting Agenda  

Itôs difficult to get her to speak, (because she is shy and keeps to herself) but we managed to get 
AzFRW District Director Noreen Thomas to speak at our monthly club meeting at the Quality Inn.  
She will address a multitude of things, like volunteer hours and current happenings at the state level.  
We are also planning a Straw Poll for this yearôs Governorôs race.  You may remember the last 
Straw Poll we did, two years ago.  We voted Sarah Palin as the most likely VP Candidate for John 
McCain.  This was in February when nobody knew of her!  Weôre so smart. 
 
Lincoln Day Dinner  

Each year our club assists in the production of the Lincoln Day Dinner fundraiser.  If 
you have a patriotic item to add to our Lincoln Day Dinner basket, or if youôd like to 
help decorate beforehand, please see Brenda Frame to make that happen.   And of 
course, get your tickets!  They are $40 each, and the featured speaker is JD Hay-
worth.  The Nautical Inn has presented a fantastic menu and we will have a great 
variety of fun people to rub elbows with. 
 
Yuma AzFRW Quarterly Meeting  

I donôt mean to be a beggar but if you donôt ask you donôt receive.  Our club is co-hosting this state 
level meeting and we need some silent auction items.  So far I have gotten a very large coffee table 
book called ñThe Founding of the United States Experience.ò  If you have something youôd like to do-
nate, please see Noreen Thomas! 
 
Annual LHRW Garage Sale Extravaganza  

Itôs big, itôs fun, and itôs hugely profitable for our clubôs Ways and Means.  Volunteers are 
needed to help put on the ñGreatest Rummage Sale on Earthò, and of course your gently 
used items are needed as well!  Donna Borton has volunteered the use of her garage, 
located at 2840 Indian Springs.  The days are March 19th and 20th, and Donna will begin 
receiving donated items after March 7th.  Put it on your calendar! 
 
Mohave County Excellence Award  
Recently at the State G.O.P. meeting our very own Buster 
Johnson was awarded ñMost Outstanding County In Overall 
Performanceò, by State Republican Party Chairman Randy 
Pullen and Governor Jan Brewer.  Before handing over the 
beautiful trophy, Chairman Pullen cited Mohave Countyôs inter-
active and comprehensive website, 
www.mohavecountyrepublican.org, and the volunteer efforts at 
recruiting Precinct Committeemen as well as running voter reg-
istration drives.  Whoôs responsible for these achievements?  
Members of LHRW!  Sarah Markham handles the website, 
Brenda Frame and Sue Donahue recruit PCôs, and Shawna 
Thornton and Robin Shilling have conducted voter registration 
drives.  Weôll let Buster hold the trophy.  For now. 
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Get Involved at the State Level!  

Recently our past President Linda Hasslen was named as the AzFRW Caring for America Chair.  
One of the driving forces behind AzFRW President Leona Johnstonôs decision to name her was our 
clubôs work with the Salvation Army.  Our volunteers raised over $600 for the charitable organization 
in just two days in December. 
   
You too can be involved at the state level.  Become a Precinct Commit-
teeman, attend the state meetings (we announce them all the time) and 
put your hand up when they are asking for people to serve!  All PCôs were 
invited to Governor Brewerôs reception on January 22nd in Scottsdale.  
President Shawna Thornton is pictured with our Governor, who is a long 
time member of the AzFRW. 
  
Shawna Thornton  
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February Luncheon  
Thank you all for the good attendance at our last meeting. 
 
This monthôs meeting is sure to be very informative. Noreen Thomas, our regional director of the 
AZFRW will be talking about volunteering, Dodie London, NFRW, becoming a precinct committee-
man, etc. 
  
Noreen has been active in Arizona and Washington politics for longer than she probably wants to 
admit.  We have a lot to learn from her.  We all need to get active in politics, sitting on our couches 
doesnôt help get the right candidates elected.  Noreen will help point us in the right direction. 
 
We will also be having a straw poll to see where our clubôs interest in candidates are at this time. 
Maybe we can have another one a little closer to the primary to see if there have been any changes. 
 
The menu for our January  meeting is: chicken cordon bleu, rice, veggies, roll and dessert.  You may 
also order a Chef Salad.  If you havenôt been contacted yet, please email Julie Panter at  
rundukerun@yahoo.com or call her at 208-2146. 
 

Brenda Frame, Programs  

MEMBERSHIP  
 

If you have not renewed your membership for 2010 now is the time to do it.  An application is in-
cluded with this newsletter.  Regular membership is $28 and is open to any woman registered as a 
Republican in the State of Arizona.  Associate membership is $10 and is open to a woman who is a 
regular member of a Federated Club if one exists in their immediate area.  Associate members can 
hold Associate membership in more than one Federated Club.  Associate members shall not vote, 
hold office or serve as a delegate to the State or National Federated conventions.  Associate mem-
bership is also open to spouses of a member with a regular membership. 



 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON AN AzFRW BOARD MEMBER  
 

Leona Johnston is the AzFRW president for 2010-2011.  She was born and 
raised in Beaver Falls, PA to Polish immigrants and attended high school with 
Joe Namath. 
 
Her family was Democrat and displayed photos of Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and 
FDR.  They were not political, but her father was an avid newspaper reader 
and kept up with current events.  During her college days and early teaching 
days, she was a Democrat and was involved mostly in local elections.  She 
saw the light when Ronald Reagan ran and became a Republican. 
 
Leona taught high school English for 35 years. (30 of those years were in South Bend, Indiana)   
She also taught in the adult education program concentrating on dropouts in the age 17-25 group.  
Her husband was also a teacher and coach and together they owned Doolittleôs Pub in South Bend 
for 8 years.  They were co-directors of a travel club and ran motor coach group tours in the U.S. and 
Canada for 20  years.  They were among the first tourists to go to China in the early 80ôs. 
 
They fell in love with AZ and Fountain Hills on their first visit 20 years ago, bought property, and 
moved permanently in 1997.  The warm weather and sunshine felt good after the snow and cold. 
A wonderful lady in Fountain Hills, Bette Smith, a long-time member, introduced Leona to the Fed-
eration.  Leona states, ñShe was my mentor and is still my political ñangelò.ò  She passed away in 
2004. 
 
Leona has been President of the Fountain Lake RW club.  Barb McMullen asked her to serve as 
AFRW Outreach Chairman.  She was also a Regent for several years so had the opportunity to have 
tea with First Lady Laura Bush at the White House.  She has served as the 2nd VP and 1st VP of the 
AzFRW prior to being elected as President.  She attended the Republican National Convention in 
2004 as an alternate delegate. 
 
She is the only woman on the Homeownerôs Association Board of Directors (2 years) and has been 
a member of the Fountain Hills Community Center Advisory Commission for 8 years. 
 
She and her husband, Bruce, met 37 years ago and married 6 weeks later.  She got an instant fam-
ily of five children ages 18, 17, 16, 14, and 7.  They now have 7 grandchildren and 3 great-
grandsons. 
 
Attend an AzFRW state meeting and meet this very busy and interesting woman. 
 

submitted by Linda Hasslen 

Page 4 Lake Havasu Republican Women 

THANK YOU, EXECUTIVE BOARD  

 
I would like to thank the Executive Board of Lake Havasu Republican Women for their most gracious 
donation of $100 to Hospice of Havasu.  Hospice took care of my daddy, Clem during his final days.  
They were very caring to Daddy and comforting to Doug & me.  Thank you very much. 
       Linda Hasslen 



 

 

Scenes from our January meeting  
 

This was a busy meeting with 3 speakers addressing our group.  Below are some pictures of our 
meeting.  Brenda Burns, Gary Pierce and Barry Wong, 3 Republican candidates, are vying for two 
available seats on the Arizona Corporation Commission.  All three spoke to our luncheon attendees. 
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L-R Barry Wong, Brenda Burns and  
      Gary Pierce 

L-R Barry Wong; Brenda Frame, VP Pro-
grams; Brenda Burns and Gary Pierce 

As noted on page 3 of this newsletter, our 
women (and some spouses) raised over 
$600 in two days ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Armyôs red kettle Christmas 
campaign.  President Shawna Thornton, 
on behalf of the club, accepted a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation from Major Larry 
Feist 

Welcome New Members  
 

Effie Rizzo     Terrie Roberg - Associate 
973 Thunderbolt Ave   271 Locust Ln 
Lk Havasu City, AZ 86406   Lk Havasu City, AZ 86403-6820 
928-453-1816    928-680-4006 
Acrizzo@frontiernet.net   terrieroberg@hotmail.com 
 
Beverly Slotten - Associate 
2673 Jamaica Blvd S #13 
Lk Havasu City, AZ 86406 
928-453-2092 


