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NATIONAL FEDERATION Of REPUBLICAN WOMEN 

 
 35th Biennial Conference of NFRW attended by over 1,300 dedicated Repub-
lican Women in Orlando, Florida 
 
The above headline has a nice ring to it, doesn‟t it?  By their presence these 
representatives of Federated Republican Women‟s‟ clubs from across the 
United States made clear that economic chaos (not of their making) will not 
hold them back from assembling to draw on the combined scholarship to be 
gained.   
 
President Linda Hasslen represented LHRW at the September 11-13 Confer-
ence and reported to the membership during our September luncheon meet-
ing on some of the highlights of that exciting conference.  These included stir-
ring addresses by influential Republicans including GOP Party Chairman Mi-
chael Steele and the nomination and vote of the 2010/2011 NFRW Board of 
Directors (which include Rae Lynne Chornenky‟s election to the office of 2nd 
Vice President; Rae Lynne is a past president of AzFRW and a memorable 
friend to many of the LHRW membership). 
 
In common with many large organizations, business issues were discussed 
and voted in the course of this meaningful Conference and included the vote 
for an increase  of dues by $2.00.  Each local member club is responsible for 
monies in support of the State and National Federation which are predicated 
on the membership number of that club.  Effective with the 2010 dues, the 
dollar amount due to the State Federation will be $4 and $7 will be payable to 
the National Federation.  Local club treasurers are responsible for these 
sums which are paid to the State treasurer on the scheduled basis 
(quarterly).   
 
Through the voice of this newsletter our members have been often alerted to 
the benefits of networking with other like-minded Republican women through 
the auspices of the local and State Federation of Republican Women.  Help-
ful and meaningful as such association is, the ability to interact with Republi-
can women of like mind on a national scale is obviously beneficial.  That 
benefit has been afforded to all members through the publications and re-
leases of the National organization throughout the year.  Many education arti-
cles have been issued regarding various issues of concern to Republican 
women, i.e., from growing membership to supporting candidates and the 
Party, Homeland Security issues to personal support of tea parties; sug-
gested format for letters to the editor to networking and/campaign school op-
portunities.  The National Federation has proposed an effort to support Re-
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publican Women in their campaign efforts while suggesting the local clubs and state organizations 
refrain from supporting particular Republican candidates prior to primary elections.  In other words, 
the National organization makes every effort to make the Republican banner attractive to the most 
women while supporting the mission of the Party:   Low taxes, small government and personal re-
sponsibility. 
 
Diamond Award 

Topping the list of big news from the NFRW Biennial was the announcement that Lake 
Havasu Republican Women have been awarded the Diamond Award for 2008/2009.  
The presentation of the certificate will take place at the AzFRW Biennial in October; 
however, the congratulations are in order right now!   
 
Awards are earned by specific goals which are set and monitored by the National Fed-
eration biennially and which are supported by paperwork generated by your local club 
and may include information concerning programs supported by the club and the 

membership which touch on service to the Party, the community, etc.  The Diamond Award is the 
highest in ranking of awards issued by the Federation and it is no easy feat to accomplish the goals 
requisite to attaining that Award. 
 
Congratulations members of Lake Havasu Republican Women; you have served your club, your 
community and the party in a meaningful manner these two years. 
 
Membership 

Membership dues are again up for renewal effective January 1.  LHRW reports on 
their first quarter membership on or about the 15th of January.  In order to have 
members listed on the rolls for the first quarter, membership must be vetted prior 
to that date.  It is extremely helpful to have members renew prior to December 
(that paperwork may be properly processed and dues/fees apportioned) and thus 
we include the membership form commencing in the October newsletter.  (See 
page 9)  Your prompt return of the membership form and your check for dues in a 
timely manner is most appreciated.  There will be no change at this time in the 
amount of the LHRW membership dues:  Patron members: $100, Regular members: $25. 00 and 
Associate members: $10.00.  Voting rights are attributed to Patron and regular members only. 
 
Each member is to receive a newsletter (paper or via email) and a membership roster (annually).  
Each member is encouraged to volunteer to serve on a LHRW committee, offer their opinion to 
board members and in all ways encourage the growth of Lake Havasu Republican Women (the 
club). 
 
AzFRW Biennial Conference 
The Biennial Conference of AzFRW will be October 22-24 in Tucson, Arizona and will in part facili-
tate the election of the 2010/2011 AzFRW officers; offer educational conferences; networking oppor-
tunities with like-minded Republican Women; introduce speakers of high minded caliber on subjects 
of interest to Republican Women. 
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Sanctioned/certified delegates will be voting at the Biennial Conference, however, all members are 
invited to attend the conference which will offer the opportunity of meeting and hearing from distin-
guished Republican representatives from throughout the State and the Country.  There will also be 
available a GOP sponsored campaign school (at an additional fee) which is nationally renowned. 
 
Lincoln Day Dinner 

Plans are currently underway relative to the Lake Havasu City/District III Lincoln Day dinner to be 
held Saturday, February 20 at the Nautical Inn.   
 
Nominating Committee 

A Nominating Committee comprised of Nan Tewes, Charlyne Gastelum and Chris Bergen was 
elected at the September meeting.  This Committee has assembled a slate of 2010 officers, with the 
exception of Recording Secretary, for election in November 2009.  If you would like to volunteer for 
this position please contact one of the Committee members listed above. 
 
Volunteering for the Nominating Committee is an honorable service and an integral ingredient to a 
strong club/organization.  Thank you Nan, Charlyne and Chris. 
 
By-law Amendment 
The following amendment to our by-laws was voted on and approved at our September meeting. 
By-Law Article 10 Section 7-C-1 regarding The Nominating Committee to read: 
 “Consist of three individuals to be elected in January of each year to serve for a period of 
twelve months”. 
This replaces the previous By-Law which read “Consist of three active members elected at the regu-
lar meeting in September”. The rationale being that the committee needs to be in place in case of a 
vacancy and also needs more time to process a slate for the coming year. 
 
Activists 

LHRW members have been distinguishing themselves the past few months with their letters and 
emails, etc. to legislators both State and National.  Many of our members have been involved in Tea 
Parties, Rallies, letter campaigns and other means of stressing their concerns and/or disgust at at-
tempts to enact legislation with which we have strong bias against.  It has been mentioned that per-
haps the push to enact multiple legislation of tremendous import is a studied move to confuse us, 
the citizens of this country.  By their activity, our members don‟t seem to have been fooled by this 
ruse.   
 
Hats off to Brenda Frame, Linda Hasslen, Donna Borton, Anita Lewis, Judy Tho-
mas, Nan Tewes, Robin Schilling, Chris Bergen, Shawna Thornton, Charlyne 
Gastelum, Sarah Markham, Sue Donahue ….we missed many of your names (we 
can‟t be everywhere) and would like to suggest that you let your newsletter editor 
know of your activities so that we might take our „hat off‟ to you next time. 
 
Keep those letters, calls and emails going to our legislators! 

(Continued from page 2) 
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October Luncheon 
Finally, the weather is starting to cool!  Along with the cooler temperatures we also have 
the pleasure of welcoming our “winter” members back to our meetings!  This month we 
have two speakers.  First, our very own Shawna Thornton will give a short presentation 
on the Community Investment Advisory Committee.  This is a volunteer group of citizens 
appointed by the Lake Havasu City Council to advise on the budget and ten year plan. 
 
We are also fortunate to have Senator Ron Gould as our keynote speaker.  As most of 
you will remember, Senator Gould was scheduled to speak earlier this summer but with 
the “budget” crisis he found it necessary to cancel.  The budget topic is still “hot” and 
we can hear first-hand how things are progressing in Phoenix and around the State. 
 
The menu this month is Seasoned Pork Chops or Chef Salad.  Call Janet Sims at 
 680-9495 or email her at janfordogs@aol.com for reservations. 
 
It promises to be a very informative meeting!  Hope to see you there! 

Sue Donahue, Programs  

from the NFRW web site, Political Briefing, dated Sept. 21, 2009 

Health Care Legislation Round Two… 
   

The Senate released the latest version of health care reform legislation last week.  The response from the 
public shows that this bill does not come any closer to solving the same problems the House Democrats' bill 
attempted to address.  
There are several parts of the new Baucus bill that will continue to cause division.  President Obama has 
pushed for the individual mandate in the bill which forces Americans to purchase government-approved 
health insurance or pay a $3,800 tax per household.  The Baucus bill also contains cuts in Medicare Advan-
tage payment rates which will cut benefits significantly for the millions of American seniors who are enrolled in 
the private insurance option component of Medicare.  There is a new tax on high cost insurance plans which 
would be passed on to workers and individual insurance enrollees.   
One of the most shocking components buried in the most recent legislative attempt at health care re-
form is a tax on Class II medical devices including: contact lenses and solutions, hearing aides, ther-
mometers, oxygen bottles, wheelchairs, home pregnancy tests, condoms, tampons, etc.  You can 

search other medical items you use on a daily basis to determine whether they would fall under this tax on 
Class II medical devices on the FDA Website.   

Important - City wants your input! 
The Community Investment Advisory Board is a volunteer group of citizens who are working to ad-
vise the City Council on budgetary items to be included in the City's ten year plan.  This group has 
worked for nine months to extract input from the citizens regarding certain issues, and this month 
they are rounding up the info for a presentation to the Council.  Your chance to be heard is here!  Go 

to the City's website     www.lhcaz.gov/finance/administration/CIACSurvey.pdf 
and fill out the survey this Advisory Board has posted.  Your input will be used in the decisions made 
for our City's ten year plan. 

 

 



 

 

Spotlight on a Member 
 

Anita Lewis is literally the new kid on the block.  Having just moved here in July 
(thanks to a friend who always boasted about beautiful Lake Havasu) she barely 
got unpacked before she signed up for the Lake Havasu Republican Women's 
club. 
 
Why so quickly?  She, like many Americans, has grown tired of the politi-
cal "shenanigans," the lying, the stealing, and the decline of our prominence in 
the world.  What better way to fight back and make a difference by becoming a 
shining star in the Republican Party? 
 
Anita grew up in Dallas, but then relocated for her senior year of high school to 
Albuquerque where she said she ended up having the best year of her life.  It was there that she 
won the "Voice of Democracy" contest representing New Mexico.  She attended college after high 
school and eventually received a Bachelor of Science in Aviation Technology.  She worked many 
types of jobs and made sure she was always available to her kids and her husband. 
   
When Anita says her oldest daughter is a Diva she's not commenting on her attitude; her daughter is 
really an opera singer with the Portland Opera!!  Her other daughter Leah is in Boise and is an ex-
ecutive with Albertsons.  Her son is a senior project manager for a large construction company in 
Sacramento. 
   
Coming from a mixed family, Irish Catholic on one side and Southern Baptist on the other, Anita re-
members very spirited conversations in their home after supper whenever the subject of politics was 
brought up.  Her father was a business owner, and very Republican. 
 
When Anita fulfilled a life-long dream by obtaining her pilot's license, she began giving flying lessons 
and even operated a flight school in Boise, Idaho.  She became involved with the 99's, an interna-
tional organization of female pilots, and was the first Chairman of the Board of the Museum of 
Women Pilots.  For her dedication to the Museum, she was awarded the Amelia Earhart Medal. 
   
We would like to welcome Anita and her husband to our wonderful community, and certainly wel-
come Anita to our fantastic club! 

  

submitted by Shawna Thornton  
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Keep the Heat on Health Care! 
   

Contact members of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Democrats' coalition.  These members will 
play a key role in the upcoming health care vote. For the list of Blue Dog Coalition members, 
please go to  http://www.house.gov/melancon/BlueDogs/Member%20Page.html 
Make YOUR voice heard on health care over the next few weeks!  Every phone call, letter, 
email, fax, etc. counts! 
Please share with us how you or your club are getting the word out about health care reform.  
Send your info to political@nfrw.org.  We look forward to hearing from you. 



 

 

from the Heritage Foundation‟s web site, Heritage.org, dated Sept. 25, 2009 
 

Don't Be Fooled by Sen. Baucus 
"When I use a word," says Humpty Dumpty in Lewis Carroll's "Through the Looking Glass," 
"it means just what I choose it to mean." 
 
Members of Congress have this down to a fine art. Take the health care legislation recently 
introduced by Sen. Max Baucus, Montana Democrat and Finance Committee chairman.  
Some say the senator made a bold decision in not including a government-run public option 
in his proposal. Indeed, he seemed to be responding to the many people who see the public 
option as politically divisive and merely a Trojan horse for a single-payer health system.  But 
instead of embracing a "public option," he included a "co-op" as a way of ensuring that 
Americans would have a familiar and effective alternative choice to traditional health insurance. 
The word "co-op," short for "co-operative," is indeed quite familiar to Americans. Many Americans live in 

apartments in co-op-owned buildings. You can order a live lobster from the Maine Lobsterman's co-op and 
have it delivered promptly to your door. Over in Wisconsin you'll encounter the sheep breeders' co-op. Or 
maybe you keep your bank account with a credit union, another co-op.  They all have something in common. 
They are private associations organized by private people, and they are jointly and privately owned and con-
trolled. 
So being able to get health insurance through a co-op would seem to be a good idea and very different from a 
government public option, right? So this part of the Baucus proposal makes sense? 
Ah, but remember Lewis Carroll. It turns out that the word "co-op" in the Baucus plan has a different meeting 
from the way the rest of America understands it. In fact it isn't even a word. It is an acronym. It stands for a 
Consumer Operated and Oriented Plan, and it is a new federal health program, not a private entity like the 

one that sends you lobsters or gives you your cash at the ATM. 
Rather than the familiar private co-op, the Baucus COOP program has start-up funds provided by the federal 
government and allocated by a federal board. The new membership plan cannot even be an existing co-op 
organization - sorry, no health plan delivered with your Maine lobster. And while chartered by a state, it must 
operate according to rules established by the federal Department of Health and Human Services. 
In fact, suggesting that Mr. Baucus' COOP is a true private co-op is a bit like saying a bill titled the Treasury 
Agents to eXpand the Crackdown on Unsuspecting Taxpayers must reduce taxes because its acronym is 
TAXCUT. 
What's so frustrating is that the federal government could and should be removing barriers to ordinary Ameri-
cans getting health insurance through a range of organizations they trust, such as farm bureaus, churches, 
AARP, unions - and yes, real co-ops. Members of Congress and millions of federal workers can do this to a 
degree. They can sign up for union-sponsored plans and even a "faith-based" plan certified as containing no 
services objectionable to the Catholic Church.  Thus federal employees can choose coverage through organi-
zations they trust, with benefits that suit them. So why can't the rest of us? 
The main reason is tax policy. Health coverage obtained through your employer counts as tax-free compen-
sation. But if your family wants to buy coverage directly from the Virginia Farm Bureau, or the National Postal 
Mail Handlers Union, you typically get no tax break. Federal employees choosing a Mail Handlers Union plan 
get a tax break and a subsidy. 
Congress needs to give families the same tax relief for affinity-group plans obtained outside the place of work 
as it does for employer-sponsored coverage. That would mean new choices. And new, private competition for 
traditional health plans, to "keep them honest" as the president claims only a public plan can do. 
True co-ops should be included as a new private option. Today's tax law bars member-owned mutual insur-
ance companies, like Mutual of Omaha, from functioning as a nonprofit health insurance company. If Con-
gress changed that we would at last see mutual insurers teaming up with organizations to offer private co-op 
health insurance as an alternative.  That's what we need to improve choice and competition. Not a public 
plan. And we need a public-funded COOP program about as much as we need a TAXCUT bill.   
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           2009 Lake Havasu Republican Women Executive Board      
 

President Linda Hasslen 505-7229 dahlkh@aol.com  

1st VP Sue Donahue 453-0724 Susan.Donahue@Co.Mohave.az.us  

2nd VP Robin Schilling 854-9118 dennisls@frontiernet.net  

3rd VP Julie Panter 208-2146 rundukerun@yahoo.com  

Rec Sec Shawna Thornton 412-1813 havasupetservices@yahoo.com  

Corres Sec Janet Sims 680-9495 janfordogs@aol.com  

Treasurer Judy Thomas 453-5935 judythomas@frontiernet.net    

 

Members at Large 

 Brenda Frame 453-7642 azframe@yahoo.com   

      Nan Tewes      453-2693 ltewes@citlink.net 
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October 2009  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

    1 2 3 
Rep Forum 

10 am 

4 5 
LBRW 6 pm 

6 
Rep Men 
6:45 am 

7 8 9 10 
PC Quarterly 
LHC 10 am 

11 12 
LHRW 12 pm 
Columbus Day 

13 
Rep Men 
6:45 am 

14 15 16 17 
London Bridge 
Days Parade 

18 19 20 
Rep Men 
6:45 am 

21 22 
AzFRW 
Tucson 

23 
AzFRW 
Tucson 

24 
AzFRW 
Tucson 

25 26 27 
Rep Men 
6:45 am 

28 29 30 31 
Halloween 
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Lake Havasu Republican Women 
General Meeting Minutes 
Sept 14, 2009 
  
Meeting called to order at 12:02pm by Linda Hasslen 
 
Invocation led by Dolores George 
Pledge led by Anita Lewis 
 
Dignitaries and guests introduced. 
 
Linda provided a report on the National Convention she just attended.  Our club received a Diamond 
Award for Volunteer Hours.  Arizona received a public relations award, honoring the good work the 
AzFRW does to communicate with its members. 
 
Our first presenter was John Munger, who spoke of his organization, Imagine Arizona. 
Our second speaker was Brenda Burns, who is running for Arizona Corporation Commission. 
 
The Executive Board has recommended a Bylaw Change regarding our club‟s nominating commit-
tee: Three individuals will be voted in on January of each year, serving a total of twelve months.  Mo-
tion made by Delores George, seconded by Judy Thomas.  
Amendment adopted unanimously. 
 
Charlene Gastelum, Nan Tewes, and Chris Bergen nominated to be this year‟s nominating commit-
tee.  Voted in unanimously. 
 
Delegates are still needed to attend the AzFRW convention in Tucson in October. We still have 
three slots open, and the registration is paid for by the club. 
 
The winner of the 50/50 drawing was Margot Porter. 
The winner of the shawl made by Delores George was Kathy Woolsey. 
The winner of the free lunch was Linda Hasslen. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:33 by Linda Hasslen. 
 
submitted by Shawna Thornton 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  

LAKE HAVASU  

REPUBLICAN WOMEN  

2010  
 

      DATE:  _________________________  

 

(CHECK ONE) 

 Ã  PATRON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $100.00  

 Ã  REGULAR MEMBER  . . . . . . . . . . . .  $  25.00 

Ã ASSOCIATE MEMBER . . . . . . . . . . .  $  10.00  

  Ã  New Member   Ã  Renewal 
 

NAME: __________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
PLEASE INCLUDE ZIP CODE + 4 DIGIT CODE 

PHONE:   (HM)_________________ (Cell)_______________ 

E-MAIL: _____________________________NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL?  YES___ NO___ 

SPONSORED BY:   ________________PRECINCT:_______ 

MAIL TO: LAKE HAVASU REPUBLICAN WOMEN 
   P. O. BOX 986 

   LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ 86405 

 

 
PLEASE COMPLETE A NEW APPLICATION EVEN IF YOUR INFORMATION HAS NOT CHANGED.  THANK YOU . 

(If you were not a member in 2008 you are considered a new member) 
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